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Content 



o Ensuring the representation of members' 

interests at the EU level (mainly)

o European policy and legislation

o Supporting and promoting responsible 

and balanced breeding - Code EFABAR

o Engaging and promoting dialogue around 

sustainable animal breeding and farming 

o Knowledge provider in EU projects 

o Develop research and innovation 

agendas and set priorities

o Further connect research ; knowledge 

institutes and the private sector 

o Promotes and supports research and 

innovation in animal breeding 
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2. The European context (EU and UK)



May 2020

EU FARM to FORK and 
BIODIVERSITY STRATEGIES

September 2023

STATE of the EUROPEAN UNION 
DEBATE at the EP

February 2024

Launch of the STRATEGIC 
DIALOGUE on the FUTURE of 

the EU AGRICULTURE + 

Farmers protests

June 2024

NEW EU PARLIAMENT 

October-November 2024

NEW EUROPEAN COMMISSION

A competitive 
and 

sustainable 
agriculture 
for Europe 



EU legislative framework for NGTs in Europe 

In the context of the revision of the Animal Welfare legislation 

Mandate to EURL 

GMFF on detection of 
GM / NGT animals



EC Mandate on NGTs applied to animals
EC mandate delivered to EFSA

Part 1. Mapping of known cases of 
“NGTs” applied to animals for agri, 
food & feed uses

Dec 2022 Jun 2025

GMO Panel 
adoption of the 

scientific opinion​

Part 2. EFSA Scientific 
opinion on “NGTs”  applied 
to animals for agri, food and 
feed purposes, covering 
aspects of MC, FF, AHAW 
and ERA risk assessment

External Procurement awarded to Alison Van 
Eenennaam

Review of applications of NGTs applied to animals 
involved in the production of agri/food/feed products 

(2023). 

2023-2024





3. EFFAB and FABRE TP perspective 



Challenges and opportunities for animal breeders 

- New proposal for plants ➔ still under discussion between Member States

- Developments for GE in animals in the EU and UK 

- Precision Breeding Bill ➔ AW assessment 

- EFSA Scientific Opinion to be published in 2025

- Detection methods (JRC WG) 

- Revision of animal welfare legislation ➔ limitations for breeding operations? 

A weaker position for (animal) breeders and Research & Innovation



What is Animal Breeding?

A breeding program 
= 

a balanced and 
responsible combination 
of many different traits



Responsible and Balanced breeding



• Animal Breeding programs improve at the same time a group of traits, not only 
production nor health, welfare

• Progress is measured and monitored

• Code EFABAR is kind of self-regulation in place, and it’s regularly revisited with 
recent developments (every 3 years)

• Any legislative initiative or proposal need to consider Code EFABAR as a basis

• As long as balanced breeding is performed --> AW is ensured 

CODE EFABAR Messages



Phenotyping
tools 

Data
Collection

Technologies

Selection
Index

Reproduction
Technologies

Environment
Interations

New
Breeding

Techniques

Functional
Annotation

Genomics
Breeders Toolkit

Potential opportunities to 
improve some specific traits 

Disease 
resistance 

Animal 
Welfare 

Biodiversity 



➔ Interesting applications to improve Animal Health and Welfare and better 
contribute to more sustainable and competitive EU breeding sector 

➔ defining what is ethically feasible and accepted by society 

Regulatory and technical Challenges :
➔ EFSA and ENGL involvement ➔ definition of safety data (Guidelines for potential 

applications /Detection methods?) 
➔ More research is needed in Animal Genetics & Reproduction
➔ If the EU is not taking action: a weaker position for (animal) breeders and 

research ➔ what about imports ?

 

EFFAB and FABRE TP perspective



4. Current and future developments 



DETECTIVE: DETECTION OF NGT 
PRODUCTS TO PROMOTE INNOVATION 

IN THE EUROPEAN UNIONA European Think-Tank 
on Genome Editing

The EuroFAANG RI Project – A European 
infrastructure for farmed animal genotype 

to phenotype research



Think-tank on genome editing

2 Virtual Meetings in 2023 and 2024
- Barriers, opportunities and priorities
- Terms and Key Definitions and High-throughput phenotyping platforms and 

functional assays 



- Linked to the EURO-FAANG RI concept and development project

- But also to be linked to Code-EFABAR, the commitment to responsible farmed animal breeding, and 
The Animal Task Force and FABRE TP priorities 

We will report the outcomes of the think-tank via formal deliverables to the European Commission and 
disseminate the findings via EuroFAANG RI project networks and activities.

Deliverables are available on https://eurofaang.eu/deliverables/ we are 
working on an interactive portal 

Outcomes



Conclusions 
• European (and UK) elections HAVE BEE AND ARE an extremely 

good momentum to continue to change the narrative around 
animal breeding 

• Showcasing the Concept of Responsible and Balanced breeding 
and need to improve dialogue about

•  
• The essential role of animal breeding (work with our Partners)

• The need to be part for the EU and UK to be part of the 
conversation about Animal Biotechnologies 



Global legal framework for GE in farm animals ?

5th International Workshop on Regulatory Approaches for 
Agricultural Applications of Animal Biotechnologies Online in 2024 

4th International Workshop on Regulatory Approaches for Agricultural 
Applications of Animal Biotechnologies September 2022, Brazil



Thank you 

ana.granados@effab.info

www.effab.info

www.fabretp.eu 

Questions?


